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This research has 3 objectives. The first is to find 

out the perception of women farmers in corn 

farming in Banyu Urip Village, Gerung District, 

West Lombok Regency, the second is to find out 

the perception of women farmers towards 

government support in corn farming, and the 

third is to find out the factors that affect the 

perception of women farmers in corn farming. 

Data was collected through in-depth interviews 

with 30 female farmer respondents during 

August 2025. The results show that overall, the 

perception of women farmers is at a score of 2 

(quite important) for the government support 

that has been given and for the corn farming 

activities carried out. These findings show that 

existing government support has not fully met 

the expectations or needs of women farmers. This 

study has an urgency to encourage gender-

responsive policies, by implying the need to 

evaluate and adjust government programs to be 

more inclusive, able to accommodate 

perspectives, and recognize and empower the 

strategic role of women farmers for the 

sustainability of maize agribusiness. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The agricultural sector has long been a fundamental pillar of Indonesia's 

economic development, with its proven resilience in restoring the national 
economy. However, this great potential has not been fully explored, especially in 
dryland management which is often perceived as an agroecosystem that is less 
productive and at high risk. Changing this paradigm is a strategic step, where 
dry land needs to be seen as a valuable asset and a new future for agricultural 
development (Khudori, 2018).  

In the dynamics of farming in dry land, the role of women farmers is often 
inevitable, but their contributions are often invisible and in the shadows. The 
perception of women farmers, as a cognitive process shaped by experience, 
knowledge, and socio-cultural values, is the key determinant of their motivation 
and productivity. This perception is what connects the sustainability of 
cultivation with the welfare of its main actors (Hayati et al., 2023).  

Banyu Urip Village in West Lombok Regency is a real example, where 
corn farming on dry land is the main economic activity. Women in this village 
are intensively involved in the entire chain of activities, from land preparation to 
post-harvest, with a workload that often exceeds that of men (Dewi, 2018). 
However, their participation in strategic decision-making such as seed selection, 
planting patterns, and marketing is still very limited and tends to be seen only as 
"aid".  

Although various studies have examined women's participation in 
agriculture, few have specifically delved into the perception of women corn 
farmers in dry land with the socio-cultural context of the Lombok community. 
Understanding how they interpret their roles, challenges, and expectations is a 
crucial step that goes beyond simply measuring participation rates (Hayati, 
2023).  

Based on the research problem, the purpose of this research. The first is to 
find out the perception of women farmers in corn farming in Banyu Urip Village, 
Gerung District, West Lombok Regency, the second is to find out the perception 
of women farmers towards government support in corn farming, and the third is 
to find out the factors that affect the perception of women farmers in corn 
farming. The benefits of the research that have been carried out are that the 
results can be a basis for consideration for the government and stakeholders in 
formulating inclusive and responsive empowerment policies and programs. In 
the end, this effort is expected not only to increase national corn productivity, but 
also to realize welfare and justice for farmer farms as the main pillar of food 
security (Priminingtyas & Yuliati, 2016) 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
National Strategy 

Agriculture and Dryland Optimization: Indonesia's agricultural sector has 
historically served as a buffer and a catalyst for the national economy during 
times of crisis (Yuliani et al., 2024) However, the sector's foundations are 
considered weak, so empowering land resources, as the primary basis for 
agricultural activities, must be a priority. One strategic challenge is the 
optimization of drylands, which often faces the mistaken perception among the 
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public and government that these agro-ecosystems are less productive and high-
risk (Yuliani et al., 2024). Therefore, a paradigm shift is needed to build a shared 
understanding that drylands are actually valuable assets and new growth areas 
for agricultural development, which is ultimately expected to improve national 
food security. 
 
Perception of Women Farmers 

Cognitive and Socio-Cultural Construction: Women farmers' perceptions 
are not merely passive recognition, but rather a dynamic cognitive process in 
which they receive, organize, and interpret stimuli related to farming (Rusastra, 
2019). This process is subjective and shaped by their direct experiences, 
knowledge, sociocultural values, and expectations. The scope of these 
perceptions is very broad, encompassing their views on the level of involvement 
in each phase of cultivation, the dual workload (domestic and public), economic 
and social benefits, access to resources, and recognition from family and 
community (Rusastra, 2019). Therefore, understanding women farmers' 
perceptions is tantamount to understanding their motivations, challenges, and 
unique perspectives that directly affect the productivity and sustainability of 
farming. 
 
Corn Farming on Dry Land and Its Relationship to Perception 

In the context of dryland corn farming, women farmers' perceptions serve 
as a bridge between the sustainability of this strategic commodity and the well-
being of those involved (Fajriani, 2024). Dryland environments, characterized by 
dependence on rainfall, limited soil fertility, and a high risk of crop failure, shape 
distinctive perceptions among the women directly involved. Their perceptions 
whether corn farming is viewed as a primary source of income, an additional 
burden, or a form of family resilience directly influence their enthusiasm, 
innovation, and productivity (Fajriani, 2024). Therefore, delving into these 
perceptions is a strategic step in designing contextual policies and technologies 
that empower women as agents of change. 

 
METHODOLOGY 

The research method is descriptive, which is a method used to describe or 
describe the characteristics of a population or phenomenon that is being 
researched in a systematic, factual, and accurate manner (Nazir, 2014).  

The unit of analysis in this study is a farmer woman who carries out corn 
farming activities in Banyu Urip Village, Gerung District, West Lombok Regency. 
This study applies probability sampling techniques with random sampling 
methods. In this method, each member of the population has an equal chance of 
being selected as a sample. The sample selection was done purely randomly 
without considering any strata, level, or social status division. 

This study uses two types of data, namely qualitative and quantitative 
data, to obtain a comprehensive analysis. Qualitative data in the form of 
narratives, descriptions, or non-numerical information that is used to understand 
the context and characteristics of the phenomenon being studied, such as 
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technical, administrative, or report data. Meanwhile, quantitative data in the 
form of numbers or data that can be measured numerically, such as land area or 
categorical data, which helps statistical analysis and objective measurement The 
source of research data is obtained through two sources, namely: primary data 
and secondary data, Primary data collected directly from respondents (women 
farmers) and related parties (stakeholders) at the research site to validate the 
findings. Secondary data, which comes from supporting sources such as journals, 
previous research, agency reports, and online sources to enrich analysis and 
conclusions (Nazir, 2014). 

Sample determination is carried out through two stages. First, purposive 
sampling to select the criteria for farmer families (women farmers) who grow 
corn in Banyu Urip Village. Second, the calculation of the number of respondents 
from the village with a population of 300 families uses a precision formula of 
10%. Respondents = 300 x 10% = 30 respondents. The variables in this study are 
the perception of women farmers towards corn farming activities and the 
perception of women farmers towards government support in supporting corn 
farming in Banyu Urip Village, West Lombok Regency. The method of data 
collection in this study used In-Depth Interviews and questionnaires. The data 
were analyzed descriptively, the perception of women farmers towards farming 
was analyzed descriptively, the perception of government support was analyzed 
in a descriptive manner and factors that affect the perception of women farmers 
were analyzed in a linear regression manner. 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Based on the results of the research that has been conducted, the 
characteristics of the research respondents will first be described. The 
presentation of respondent characteristics including age, education level, and 
income level is a crucial first step in the research report. This description serves 
to provide context and an overview of the profile of the research subject, which 
in this case is a peasant woman. Age data show the dominant productive age 
group, education data reveal basic capacity to accept innovation, and income 
data reflect economic conditions and farming's contribution. Understanding 
these characteristics is important because these socio-demographic variables can 
significantly affect a person's perception and attitude (Triman, 2025). 
 
Farmers' Perceptions of Corn Farming 

This study examines the perception of women farmers towards corn 
farming, which includes economic aspects, social challenges, and development 
prospects. This understanding is important because their perception is a key 
factor that influences motivation, decision-making, and sustainability of farming. 
The following are the results of this study in Table 1. 

 
Table 1. Farmers' Perceptions of Corn Farming 

No.  Perception of Women Farmers in Corn 
Farming 

The Village of Living Water 
∑               % 

1. Land Preparation 
a. 1 (Not Important) 

              
          0                       -   
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Source: Primary Data Processed 2025 
 
Based on Table 1, it can be explained that the perception of women farmers 

in Banyu Urip Village towards various aspects of corn farming in general is very 
positive, with the majority answering "Important" at almost all stages. As many 
as 67% of respondents view the Land Preparation stage as important, while 33% 
consider it quite important. For the Planting and Fertilization stage, all 
respondents (100%) unanimously rated the two activities as important. Similarly, 
in the aspect of irrigation, all respondents (100%) believe that this is important. 
In terms of Planting Distance, most respondents (77%) view it as "Quite 
Important", and only 23% consider it "Important". For the Pest and Disease 
Control aspect, perceptions are divided with a strong tendency to their 
importance; 60% of respondents consider it "Quite Important" and 40% consider 
it "Important". Overall, this data shows that women farmers have high awareness 
and assessment of good maize cultivation practices. The dominant "Important" 
assessment indicates that they view each of these stages as a key component that 
affects the success of farming (Hayati, 2023). 
 
Perception of Women Farmers on Government Support in Corn Farming 

The role of women in the agricultural sector, especially maize farming, has 
long been an important pillar but often receives less attention. Government 

 b. 2(Quite Important)          10                      33 
 c. 3 (Penting)          20                      67 

 
 

Total         30                        100 

2. Planting 

a. 1 (Not Important) 
b. 2 (quite important) 
c. 3 (penting) 

 

          0                      - 
          0                      - 
        30                    100 

 Total         30                   100 

3.  Planting Distance 
a. 1 (Not Important) 
b. 2 (Quite important) 
c. 3 (Penting) 

 
         0                        - 
        23                    77 
          7                     23 

 Total        30                     100 

4. Fertilization  

 a. 1 (Not Important) 
b. 2 (Quite important) 
c. 3 (Penting) 

        0                           - 
        0                            - 
       30                        100                                     

 Total        30                        100 

5. Pest and Disease Control 
a. 1 (Not Important) 

b. 2 (Quite important) 
c. 3  (Penting) 

 
        0                          0 

       18                        60 
       12                        40 

 Total        30                      100 

6. Irrigation 
a. 1 (Not Important) 
b. 2 (Quite Important) 
c. 3 (Important) 

 
0 0 
0 0 

     30                       100 

 Total      30                       100 
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support, whether through training programs, assistance with production 
facilities, and other policies, is directed to increase the productivity and welfare 
of farmers. However, the effectiveness of the support is greatly influenced by 
how the recipients, in this case peasant women, perceive it. Therefore, this study 
aims to analyze the perception of women farmers towards government support 
in corn farming, in order to evaluate the extent to which these policies and 
programs are perceived and considered beneficial by the main actors in the field. 
The following results of this study are described in Table 2. 
 
Table 2. Perception of Women Farmers on Government Support in Corn Farming 

Source: Primary Data Processed 2025 
 
Based on Table 2 which measures the perception of 30 women farmers in 

Banyu Urip Village, it is clear that the availability of business capital is the form 
of government support that is considered the most vital. This is shown by the 
absolute agreement of all respondents (100%) who consider it as "Important". 
This urgent need for capital is also in line with the importance of Availability of 
Facilities and Infrastructure, where 93% of women farmers also declare this 
aspect "Important". Only a small fraction (7%) rated it "Quite Important", and 
none considered it unimportant. For the aspect of Marketing Smoothness, the 
majority of respondents, namely 77%, considered it "Quite Important", while the 
remaining 23% rated it "Important". This data shows that although marketing is 
a factor to be concerned about, the level of urgency in their perception is not as 
high as the need for capital and infrastructure. An interesting pattern can be seen 
in the aspect of Saprodi's Price Guarantee (production facilities), where all 
respondents (100%) uniformly rate it as "Quite Important". This indicates that the 
price stability of agricultural inputs such as fertilizers and seeds is indeed 

No.  Perception of Women Farmers on Government 
Support 

Village of Living, N.Y. 
∑               % 

1. Availability of facilities and infrastructure 
1. 1 (Not Important) 

              
0                -    

 2. 2 (Quite Important)        2              7 
 3. 3 (Penting)               28              93 

 Total               30              100    

2. Marketing Smoothness 
1. 1 (Not Important) 
2. 2 (quite important) 
3. 3 (penting) 

 
                 7              23 
               23             77 
                 0                  0 

 Total                 30              100 

3.  Availability of Business Capital 
1. 1 (Not Important) 
2. 2 (quite important) 
3. 3 (penting) 

 
                 0                  - 
                 0                  - 
               30                100       

 Total                30                 100 

4. Saprodi Price Guarantee  

 1. 1 (Not Important) 
2. 2 (quite important) 
3. 3  (penting) 

                 0                    - 
               30                 100 
                 0                     -          

 Total                30                 100 
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recognized as necessary support, but its importance does not defeat the basic 
need for capital (Rusastra, 2019). 
 
Factors that affect the perception of women farmers in corn farming in Banyu 
Urip Village 

The perception of women farmers is a cognitive construct that is 
influenced by various multidimensional factors, both internal and external 
(Manoppo, 2017). In the context of corn farming in Banyu Urip Village, 
understanding the factors that shape their perception is crucial, not only for the 
cultivation activities themselves but also for the effectiveness of government 
support. This study seeks to identify and analyze determinant variables such as 
age, education level, and income factors that are strongly suspected to influence 
the way women farmers view maize farming and assess government 
involvement and support in these activities. Factors that affect the perception of 
women farmers in corn farming can be seen in Table 3. 

Table 3. The results of the regression analysis between personal characteristics 
and the perception of women farmers in corn farming 

Data Source : Primary Processed 2025 
 

Based on the results of the correlation analysis, there was a significant 
relationship between the age of women farmers and their perception of corn 
farming. The value of the correlation coefficient of 0.421 and the significance of 
0.010 (less than 0.05) showed that there was a significant positive relationship 
between Age and Perception of Farming (PUT). This means that the older the 
farmer women get, their perception of corn farming tends to be more positive. 
On the other hand, the relationship between education level and perception 
showed a weak positive correlation (0.265) and not statistically significant 
(significance 0.079 > 0.05). This means that Education Level does not have a 
significant relationship with Perception of Farming (PUT) in this study. 
Furthermore, the analysis also reveals an interesting relationship between other 
variables. There was a significant negative relationship between Education Level 
and Income, with a correlation coefficient of -0.346 and a significance of 0.031. 

                PUT Age Education 
Level 

Income 

Person 
Correlation 

PUT 
Age 
Education Level 
Income 

1,000 
,421 
,265 
-,014 

,421 
1,000 
,127 
,234 

,265 
,127 
1,000 
-,346 

-,014 
,234 
-,346 
1,000 

Sig. (1-
tailed) 

PUT 
Age 
Education Level  
Income 

. 
,010 
,079 

,471 

   ,010 
       . 
    ,251 
    ,107 

,079 
,251 
    . 
 ,031 

   ,471 
   ,107 
   ,031 
       . 

N PUT 
Age 
Education Level 
Income 

  30 
  30 
  30 
  30 

     30 
     30 
     30 
     30 

30 
30 
30 
30 

30 
30 
30 
30 
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This shows that the higher the level of education of women farmers, their income 
from corn farming tends to be lower, or vice versa. Meanwhile, there was no 
significant relationship between Income and Farming Perception (PUT) 
(correlation -0.014, significance 0.471), meaning that high incomes did not affect 
the way they viewed maize farming. In other words, the age factor is the 
strongest predictor that influences the perception of peasant women in this 
context, while education and income show the dynamics of their own 
relationship that are separate from perception. 

 
Factors that Affect the Perception of Government Support in Corn Farming 
Activities in Banyu Urip Village 
 

Table 4. Results Analysis of factors influencing perceptions of government 
support 

Data Source : Primary Processed 2025 
 

Based on the results of the correlation analysis, it can be explained that there 
is a statistically significant negative relationship between the age of women 
farmers and their perception of government support (PTDP). This is shown by 
the value of the Pearson correlation coefficient of -0.435 with a significance level 
of 0.008 (p < 0.05). This means that the higher the age of women farmers, their 
perception of government support in corn farming tends to be more negative, or 
vice versa. On the other hand, education level and income do not show a 
significant relationship with peasant women's perception of government 
support. The correlation value between PTDP and education level was -0.102 
(significance 0.295 > 0.05) and with income was -0.227 (significance 0.114 > 0.05) 
(Lengkong et al., 2023). Although the direction of the relationship was negative, 
the relationship was not statistically significant which meant that the variables of 
education and income did not significantly affect the perception of women 
farmers towards government support. Further analysis showed a significant 
negative relationship between education level and income (correlation -0.346 
with significance 0.031). These findings indicate that the higher the level of 
education of women farmers, the more likely they are to have lower incomes 
from corn farming, or vice versa. Meanwhile, there was no significant 

                PTDP Age Education 
Level 

Income 

Person 
Correlation 

PTDP 
Age 
Education Level 
Income 

1,000 
,435 
-,102 
-,227 

,435 
1,000 
,127 
,234 

-,102 
 ,127 
1,000 
-,346 

-,227 
 ,234 
-,346 
1,000 

Sig. (1-
tailed) 

PUT 
Age 
Education Level 
 Income 

. 
,008 
,295 
,114 

   ,008 
       . 
    ,251 
    ,107 

,295 
,251 
    . 
 ,031 

   ,114 
   ,107 
   ,031 
       . 

N PUT 
Age 
Education Level 
Income 

  30 
  30 
  30 
  30 

     30 
     30 
     30 
     30 

30 
30 
30 
30 

30 
30 
30 
30 
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relationship between age and education level (correlation 0.127, significance 
0.251) or between age and income (correlation 0.234, significance 0.107). Thus, of 
the three independent variables analyzed (age, education level, and income), 
only the age variable has a significant relationship with the perception of women 
farmers towards government support in maize farming (Miftahul, 2025). 

 
CONCLUSION 
Based on the description of the results and the discussion in this study, it can be 
concluded: 

1. The perception of women farmers in corn farming in Banyu Urip Village, 
Gerung District, West Lombok Regency shows that women farmers have 
high awareness and assessment of good corn cultivation practices. The 
dominant "Important" assessment indicates that they view each of these 
stages as a key component that affects the success of farming. 

2. The perception of women farmers towards government support in corn 
farming shows that the stability of agricultural input prices such as 
fertilizers and seeds is indeed recognized as the support needed, but its 
importance does not defeat the fundamental need for capital. 

3. The age factor is the strongest predictor that affects the perception of 
women farmers both in the implementation of corn farming and in the 
perception of government support. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
From the conclusion of the study, the following suggestions were given: 

1. Prioritize Capital Assistance and Access to Financing. The government 
and financial institutions must design a farm credit program (KUR) that is 
easily accessible, with light conditions, especially for women farmer 
groups. Differentiated  

2. The Extension Program must adapt to the age of the farmer, because the 
age factor determines the strongest perception. For young farmers, use 
digital media and focus on innovation. For older farmers, maintain more 
intensive face-to-face methods and hands-on mentoring.  

3. Mentoring programs should shift from just awareness to the 
implementation of specific technical solutions, such as balanced 
fertilization plot demos or integrated pest control, to directly increase 
productivity. 
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